CHAPTER IX
INSPECTION   OP   CONCRETE   SIDEWALK,   CURB   AND PAVEMENT CONSTRUCTION
There are certain rules that must be observed in concrete sidewalk, curb and pavement construction, and success depends entirely upon how much attention is given to same. Many sidewalks, curbs and pavements are built which, sooner or later, become more or less defective. While defects may be found in concrete sidewalks, curbs and pavements, it is probable that these defects may be traced to the contractor or inspector, owing to the lack of knowledge of the materials used in construction; to inexperience; or to neglect in appreciating the importance of minor details. The cause of these defects will be pointed out and a means by which they may be avoided suggested.
Art. 51.   Concrete Sidewalks
Concrete sidewalk construction is a task for experienced and skillful workmen which is often undertaken by unskillful and inexperienced workmen without adequate supervision or inspection. Its inspection demands close attention to many small structural details which have been proved essential to good workmanship and to the skill and honesty of the men doing the work. Defective work frequently results from failure on the part of the builder or the inspector, to appreciate the importance of watching closely these smaller details, which are considered by some as of minor importance. In other words, durability in sidewalk construction, like almost every other good quality in concrete, depends entirely upon consideration of apparently small details. The necessary qualifications for the construction of sound and lasting work are good materials, proper methods and careful workmanship. Failure to provide these will often result in disappointment. Poor workmanship and neglect of correct principles of construction are responsible for practically all failures that occur in this class of work. Failures which can be positively charged to poor materials are few, though frequently materials are used which could be improved by a more careful and intelligent selection, without adding to the cost of the work.
It is not uncommon to hear, as an argument to prove proper workmanship in a defective walk, that the same workmen had laid satisfactory walks by the same methods. Simply because one job was laid without any regard to proper method of construction and is satisfactory, is no argument that the same can be repeated, as the con-
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